
As Seen On TV! These books have all inspired  
television series . . . and vice versa. 

Bones 
Start with Deja Dead by Kathy Reichs 
As forensic scientist Temperance Brennan works on the dismembered remains of a murder 
victim, she begins to suspect that there is a link between this homicide and the torture-killing 
of a teenager several years earlier. 

 

 

Castle 
Start with Heat Wave by Richard Castle 
Written by Nathan Fillon’s character, Richard Castle, this novel follows NYPD detective Nikki 
Heat, who must deal with the continual presence of magazine journalist Jameson Rock as she 
works to solve the murder of a real estate magnate. 
 
 

Dexter 
Start with Darkly Dreaming Dexter by Jeff Lindsay 
Hiding a secret life as an assassin while working as a murder analyst for the Miami police, 
Dexter Morgan is intrigued by the work of a new serial killer whose style mimics his own and 
who Morgan realizes is inviting him into a deadly competition.  
 
 

Friday Night Lights 
Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream by H.G. Bissinger 
Chronicles a football season in Odessa, Texas, a depressed All-American town that lives and 
dies with the fortunes of its high school football team. 
 
 

A Game of Thrones 
Start with A Game of Thrones by George R. R. Martin 
The kingdom of the royal Stark family faces its ultimate challenge in the onset of a generation
-long winter, the poisonous plots of the rival Lannisters, the emergence of the Neverborn de-
mons, and the arrival of the barbarian hordes. 
 
 

Gossip Girl 
Start with Gossip Girl by Cecily Von Ziegesar 
When the beautiful Serena van der Woodsen returns to Spenford after mysteriously getting 
kicked out of boarding school, the gossip flies among the privileged students at the Upper 
East Side private high school. 
 
 

Jesse Stone 
Start with Night Passage by Robert B. Parker 
An otherwise washed-up LAPD cop with a drinking problem gets a job offer from a small 
Massachusetts town that is too good to be true, and Jesse Stone finds himself with no one to 
trust and a town full of moral and political corruption. 

 

Annotations Courtesy of Baker & 

 Oxford Public Library 

530 Pontiac Road - Oxford, Michigan 48371 

(248) 628-3034 - miopl.org 



Justified 
Raylan by Elmore Leonard (see also Pronto, Riding the Rap, and Fire in the Hole) 
After discovering his quarry naked in the bathtub, doped up and missing his kidneys, Federal 
Marshall Raylan Givens becomes involved, both literally and figuratively, in a case involving 
the harvesting of organs for sale on the black market where this time the bad guys are girls. 

 

 

Pretty Little Liars 
Start with Pretty Little Liars by Sara Shepard 
When one of their tightly-knit group mysteriously disappears, four high school girls find their 
friendship difficult to maintain when they begin receiving taunting messages from someone 
who seems to know everything about their past and present. 

 

 

Rizzoli and Isles 
Start with The Surgeon by Tess Gerritsen 
Dr. Catherine Cordell, recovering from a brutal attack and hiding her fear behind a mask of 
professionalism, is the only one that can stop a psychotic killer known as “The Surgeon,” sue 
to his horrific methods of murder, before he kills again. 
 
 
 

Sex and the City 
The Carrie Diaries by Candace Bushnell (see also Sex and the City) 
Before Sex and the City, Carrie Bradshaw was a small-town girl who knew she wanted more.  
She’s ready for real life to start, but first she must navigate her senior year of high school.  
Up until now, Carrie and her friends have been inseparable.  Then Sebastian Kydd comes into 
the picture, and a friend’s betrayal makes her question everything. 

 

 

True Blood 
Start with Dead Until Dark by Charlaine Harris 
Love blossoms between Sookie Stackhouse, a cocktail waitress in rural Louisiana who keeps 
to herself because of her ability to read minds, and Bill, a tall, dark, and handsome vampire 
with ties to a creepy crowd that may be responsible for the death of one of Sookie’s cowork-
ers. 

 
 

The Vampire Diaries 
Start with The Awakening by L. J. Smith 
The first installment in a terrifying saga details two vampire brothers, Stefan, who is torment-
ed by past demons and is desperately trying to resist the charms of the beautiful Elena, and 
Damon, who is determined to destroy Stefan. 

 

 

Wire in the Blood 
Start with The Mermaids Singing by Val McDermid 
When the fourth victim of a twisted serial killer is found, Detective Inspector Carol Jordan 
teams up with criminologist Tony Hill to develop a complicated criminal profile, the accuracy 
of which becomes pivotal to the case. 

 

 

For more As Seen On TV, check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


